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Chempion International Corporation, manages over 1,250 square miles of forestland
in the Northern Rocky Mountain Region of Western Montanz. Champlon operates two
wood products manufacturing facilities in Libby arnd Missoula, Montana. Fee

‘~ lands, in addition to federal, state and private forestlands, provide the raw

' mterials necessary to rup these: wills. The area in which Champion exployees and
‘contractors operate covers Western Montana and Northern Idaho, an area covering:

approximately 46,700 square miles of mountains and forests. In order to operate
an efficient and safe business, Chaspion has developed an extensive radio system
that includes base stations, relays, mobile and portable radios. In addition,
Champion belongs to two contractor radio assoclations and is a8 licensee of the
Forest Products Radio Service.

Champion's radioc system is a viral operational link for constant communicatione
between mill locations, land management offices and employees and contract crews
working in the field. The contractor radio systems provide the operational
control for logging and other contract crews in the field and for trucking
contractors moving logs to the mills. Radios are used on individual pieces of
loggine eguinment for comminications between the ooarator apd warkers an the

ground. The radio system is vital in efforts to ensure the safety of our work
force and to protect our facilities, equipment and-land.

Champion’s radio system is accessible by state and federal law enforcement and
wildfire protection agencies and local emergency medical services. Every summer,
when fires burn out of control on forestlands in Westerm Montana, Champion's
radio system has been vital to fire fighting agencies in coordinating the
movement of and use of men and equipment in the fire control efforts,
Frequently, the Champion and contractor radio systems are used to notify law
caeraginal poonglnougl iy It oA ge —dd wp sl > AT e A ke
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teaws to the location of injured individuals.
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The proposed narrowing of bandwidth will cost Champion and its contractors )

_thousands of .dollars for equipment modification-and replacement.. Champion -and

. its dontractors currencly'use approximately 500 transpitters an. ‘their three radio -
. systems. The cost of modification alone could well exceed $50 000 and the cost
. of . replacement would be many :imes that anoun: -
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' The reduction in effective ‘radiated power would eliminate the abilxty of - our

current -tadio systems to provide required commwunications throughout our area of

. operations. . In order to _retain the rsdio comsunication capabilities of our

current systems, Champion and its contractor associations would 'be required to
build edditional transaitter sites throughout our area of operations. The
establishing of new sites would require the determination of appropriate sites,
obtaining permission to use the site, developing access t¢ the site, providing

_-The elimination of adjacent channel mileage separations could cause a great daal

. of interference and confusion when license holders of the same frequency are:
‘operating in adjacent license areas. The problems caused by this rule change

. would greatly reduce the effectiveness of our radio systems and. the efficient and_
safe operation of our business.u i A :

power to the site and finally purchasing and installing the equipment. The cost -
and time required to estsblish a new transmitter site may be very prohibitive. -

The proposed consclidation of the 19 existing radio services intd 3 broad radic
services categories, would greatly reduce the telecommunications service our
industry is currently provided by the Forest Products Radic Service, The loss
of the Foreat Products Radio Service az the frequency coordinator for the forest
industry could disrupt years of work, cooperation end progress that have allowed
the industry to develop effective and efficient radio systems.

SUMMARY

Good radio communications is vital to Champion’s Montana Region and its
contractors as well as to the industry as a whole. The efficient operation of
our business over & vast area of the Northern Rocky Mountains requires cost
effective, timely communications. An effective communication system provides a
meazure of safety for our employees, our resources, our commnities and our
state. Champion opposes any change to the current FCC regulations that would
lessen the effectiveness of our radio systems.
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Comnunications Cooxrdinator
Montana Region

Champion International Corporation
120 K. Russell St.

Migsoula, MT 59806
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